26              FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER THE FLAG

This vessel was the first square-rigged prize captured during
the Civil "War. There was, at this early period of operations,
some confusion and uncertainty about the forms of law govern-
ing prize cases and the legal methods of dealing with vessels
so indicted. Feeling ran high with the tap of drums, the tramp
of troops moving to the front, and the enthusiasm of loyal at-
tachment to the Union, all of which suggested the thought, at
times expressed in the press, that masters and crews of such
vessels ought to be classed as pirates. This idea, however, soon
vanished as the number of captures increased and the dockets
of the courts of admiralty were filled with cases. It caused
a number of uncomfortable hours to those whom the laws of
war had brought before the courts, and some anxiety to those
who had to search the records of our earlier wars for prece-
dents. It ended, however, in releasing the crews after taking
their evidence and examining the log-books or other papers of
the ship, and in holding the ship and cargo only under con-
demnation and sale.

These forms having been observed by Marshal Millward of
the District of Pennsylvania, to whom the ship had been de-
livered in due process of law and precedent, the writer was
detached and ordered to the Keystone State, Captain Gustavus
Scott commanding. Before she could be fitted out orders de-
taching the writer were received, and a short leave of absence
was allowed. This time was passed in Frederick with his fam-
ily and friends. In July following the writer was promoted
to the grade of Acting Master and ordered to the frigate Poto-
mac*, as navigating officer. On August 31, 1861, he was pro-

your command, to Philadelphia. You will be very vigilant to prevent any
attempt at recapture, and to that end keep your own men on deck and employ
the others aloft. On your arrival you will deliver the ship to the Marshal of
the United States together with the papers arid two Palmetto flags, found on
board, which are now put in your charge for that purpose.

You will report your arrival to the commanding naval officer.
Wishing you a happy voyage and safe arrival, I am, Respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

WM. W. MoKEAN, Captain,

* Officers of the Potomac, 1861:
Captain, L. M. Powell,
lieutenant, Saml. Marcy.

Lieutenant, George Law.
Lieutenant, A. V. Reid.